What does joining the Ilkley Film Society (IFS) Committee entail?

Full IFS members are welcome to join our committee of film enthusiasts. Our role as a team is to compile the programme and printed brochure, book the venue and dates for the forthcoming season, maintain the IFS website, publicise forthcoming events, organise post-film discussions and gather member feedback. We all do our best to be present at the Sunday screenings, unless of course prevented by illness, holidays, family commitments etc.

We hold two committee meetings per year, one in April and one in June. The main business of the first is to produce the “Long List” of films to be sent to members for their vote. The business of the second is to select and schedule a balanced programme of films, guided by the members’ votes. There is a regular exchange of group emails during the season dealing with the running of the Society. We also have a committee lunch in August, which is both a social affair and an opportunity to review the programme and brochure for the year to come.

We share between us the writing of “nutshell” descriptions (25 words max) of the films on the “Long List” – typically writing 8 to 10 nutshells each. We also share the writing of film descriptions for the brochure – typically three descriptions each.

Committee members who are willing to lead post-film discussions are much appreciated. The members doing so prepare the programme notes handed out before the film (but printing them is not their responsibility).

Of course, we don’t expect new committee members to take on extra commitments until they have “got their feet under the table” and understand how the Society works. Tasks such as film projection, writing press releases, processing feedback, brochure editing, printing etc. are handled by various committee members, but there will certainly be opportunities to help out with or even take over some of these tasks. 

The Ilkley Film Society has been running for well over 50 years and committee members work together to enable world cinema to be enjoyed at our Ilkley venue now and in the future, which will include eventual committee succession planning.

Do get in touch if you would like to join us.
